Narration

· The writer tells a story to support a point.

· Narrative essays are told from a particular point of view.  

· This point of view is important because it shapes the story and thus the narrative.

· Narration is used to support a point – don’t just add to story for the sake of using “narration”.

· Narrative essays are filled with precise detail and contain vivid verbs and modifiers that are useful for your audience.

· Narrative essays use conflict and sequencing like other stories and it may use dialogue.

· The story should have an introduction that clearly states what type of narrative it is.

· The story should contain anecdotes and be very descriptive.

· Time signals are often used.

· The conclusion should make a point.

· Narratives involve readers in the story. 

· Find a generalization which the story supports so that the writer's personal experience will take on meaning for readers. 

· This generalization does not have to encompass humanity as a whole; it can concern the writer, men, women, or children of various ages and backgrounds. 

· Although the main component of a narrative is the story, details must be carefully selected to support, explain, and enhance the story.

· Narratives are generally written in the first person "I." However, third person ("he," "she," or "it") can also be used.

· Consider the audience and the purpose of the narrative.

· Essential elements.

1. Context--the writer makes clear what happened, when, where, and to whom.

· There is a plot that involves escalating conflict .

· The conflict sets up an imbalance, a tension that a reader wants resolved, and that finally is.

· The setting places the events in a definite time period and particular location.

· The events happen to a combination of round characters, the best of whom perform in ways that are unpredictable, yet ultimately consistent with their own individual personalities and motivations, and lesser personages.

2. Point of view -- the writer takes a consistent point of view in relation to the action.

3. Selection of detail--the writer focuses only on the actions and details that further the story and promote the point, minimizing or eliminating others.

4. Expression of feelings.

5. Dialogue--direct quotes of what the characters say to each other.

6. Organization--the writer organizes the events of the story in a chronological order using time transitions.

· Establish the setting/context of the essay, the world in which the action takes place, in the first paragraph or two. 

· Purpose of narration is; to entertain, to report, to instruct.


· Select details and events that serve a worthwhile purpose, but not so much that there is an excess of information that is ultimately boring.

· Give the information needed in the order that the reader needs it. 

· For the most part, past tense is the most effective verb tense to use because it is the easiest for most readers to comprehend. Keep the verb tense consistent.

· Use time transitions as needed but not obtrusively. 

_____________________________________________________________

An Example and Outline for Narration Writing
I. Introduction

· Establish the setting, characters, and time period.

· Identify the event and the lesson learned from it in the thesis sentence. 

II. Body 

· First major event. 

· Second part of the story. 

· Third part … 

· Climax, the high point in the narrative. 

· Resolution in which the tension is resolved. 

III. Conclusion

To tell it with a flashback, include the current concern in the introduction, make the transition to the past, narrate the events in the body, return to the present in the conclusion, and explain the relationship of the past event to the present.

Example/Anecdote

· This method uses a series of sentences which illustrates the more general topic.

· The instance may be only partly specific, such as, “Here is a man who is overly ambitious.”  Or it may be more definite: “Consider Shakespeare’s Macbeth, who was overly ambitious.”

· The purpose of the method is to; create interest, clarify ideas, and convince. 

· Examples must be relevant.

· Examples may be organized in either; time or space order, or in order of importance with the one carrying the most emphasis placed last.

· Some common transitions are…

· For instance 

· Another instance of 

· For example 

· Another example of 

· To illustrate 

· Another illustration of 


· A case in point is 

· Here are a few examples 

· Some instances 

· One such in particular 

· Yet another 

· One illustration of this idea 

· Examples are organized in various ways as to most help further the point. For example: 

· least to most controversial 

· simplest to most difficult 

· least extreme to most extreme 

· least to most important

· There are various forms of examples;

a) Personal experience:  To illustrate your point, narrate an incident you have experienced. 

b) Experience of Others:  To illustrate the point, narrate an incident you saw in person or heard about from others. 

c) Hypothetical Example:  Giving a example that could occur in some situations. 

d) Quotations:  If the words of a poet, politician, scientist or other prominent person illustrates your point clearly and authoritatively, quote them and be sure to provide a reference.  (This is connected to authority.)

e) Statistics:  These numerical examples lend a scientific, objective quality to your argument.  

· For example:

The story of the Arizona rancher who made out a $500 check on a six-by-three-foot cowhide recalled the many curious surfaces on which checks have legally been written through the years: in lipstick, on handkerchiefs, on cigarette paper, on calling cards, fragile valentines, on whisky labels, Christmas cards, envelopes, newspapers, cigar box-tops, paper bags, laundry bills.  A check written on a hard-boiled egg was cashed without trouble at the Victoria branch of the Canadian Bank of Commerce.  A Midwestern lumberman made out so many checks on his own brand of shingle that his bank had to construct a special type of file cabinet for them.  A contractor in Memphis once settled his weekly payroll by drawing on the bank with slabs of wood.  A businessman eager to pay for a newly arrived television set recently pried off the side of the packing case and wrote his check on it.

From “Topics”, The New York Times, September 20, 1960

Description

· A descriptive essay is like a sketch, writing that portrays people, places, things, moments, and theories with enough vivid detail to help the reader create a mental picture of what is being written about.  

· There are two types of descriptive essays:  subjective and objective essays.

1. Subjective Essay:  A descriptive essay not only states a highly personal view of your subject but is used to elicit a strong emotional response.

2. Objective Essay:  A descriptive essay that states a straightforward and literal presentation of ideas, without revealing your attitude.

· Often metaphor, simile, personification, onomatopoeia, imagery, and anecdotes are used in this type of essay.

· Topic Sentences may often be clarified and developed by the use of specific details and concrete particulars.  

· This method involves expansion of the basic idea with separate items arranged in some logical order.  

· Description appeals to the senses. Let the reader see, smell, hear, taste, and feel what you write in your essay. 

· Description uses word pictures to paint one dominant impression of a person, place, or thing which does not change. 

· Description uses space order transition in some logical progression to organize the information.

· The purpose of description is to; please, inform, promote a dominant impression, support the other methods of development or reinforce the main point.

· How does one write description?

a) Figure out a purpose for writing.

b) Determine who the audience is.

c) Discern the dominant impression that the observations lead to and state it in the thesis.

d) Organize the information using transitions that indicate space and follow a logical progression: 

e) Use specific nouns and strong verbs.

· This method employs ideas related to or suggested by preceding ideas.

· This type of development is illustrated by the following paragraph which has only an implied topic sentence.

· For example:

The loft itself must have measured fifty-feet, with dirty windows stretched along two sides; the floors were rotten, hairy as coconut shells, patched here and there with squares of tin.  Half a dozen cumbersome etching presses with their great flock of high stools left only narrow channels for locomotion.  Half-way down the room stood the huge pot-bellied coal stove, red-hot this morning in early December – a stove that seemed to operate selfishly, refusing to communicate its warmth save to the big iron kettle whispering above.  Beside the stove was an old-fashioned rocking chair with a greasy little cushion tied on its back.  This was where Mr. Biggs always ate his lunch – in a picturesque oasis at the heart of the machine age.

From “Etcher’s Heaven”, by Peggy Bacon

Cause and Effect

· Cause and effect essays are concerned with why things happen and what happens as a result.

· One cause can produce one effect.

· Many causes contribute to a single effect.

· Many effects may result from a single cause.

· Some form a chain reaction.

· In this type of paragraph development, the topic sentence makes a generalized statement and provides a conclusion drawn from data.  

· The data makes up the supporting material of the paragraph, the cause or reasons, or the supporting material suggest what the various results or effects are of the general statement provided in the topic sentence.

· When should you use cause and effect? 

· When you want to show causal relationships.

· When you want to explain the background issues.

· When you want to present results.

· Make sure that you given enough background so that your audience has an understanding of the situation and then explain the results.

· Make sure that your example is logical.

· Don’t generalize or assume your reader understands the connection but outline it.

· Don’t leave out important information.

· Use appropriate transitions to blend details smoothly in cause and effect essays.
· For causes 

· Because, due to, on cause is, another is, since, for, first, second. 

· For Effects 

· Consequently, as a result, thus, resulted in, one result is, another is, therefore. 

· Things to consider when writing a cause and effect essay are; 
· Is the topic an event, a phenomenon, or a trend? 
· Is it researchable? 
· Are its causes or effects already known?
· What are the causes of this trend or phenomenon? 
· What are the effects of the trend or phenomenon? 
· Are any of the causes connected? Are there chains of causes to be traced?
· Which are the most influential causes?
· Types of Cause and Effects.

· Background causes.

· Immediate causes—triggers an event or trend.

· Perpetuating causes—sustains a trend or phenomenon.

· Immediate effects. 

· Long-term effects. 

· Indirect effects. 

· Make sure you…

· Make a logical, step-by-step cause or effect argument.

· Support (i.e., argue for) each cause or effect. 

· Anticipate readers’ likely objections to the proposed causes.
· Remember your purpose. Is it to inform or persuade? 

· Focus on immediate and direct causes (or effects.) 

· Define terms, offer facts and statistics, or provide examples, anecdotes, or personal observations that support your ideas. 

· Qualify or limit your statements about cause and effect. 

· Causal Relation: 

a) Necessary Cause - one that must be present for the effect to occur. 

· Ex. Combustion is necessary to drive a gasoline engine. 

b) Sufficient Cause - one that can produce an effect unaided, though there may be more than one sufficient cause of a given effect. 

· Ex. A dead battery is enough to keep a car from starting--but faulty spark plugs or an empty gas tank will have the same effect. 

c) Contributory Cause - one that helps to produce an effect but cannot do so by itself. 

· Ex. Running a red light might help to cause an accident....though other facts -- pedestrians or other cars in the intersection -- must also be present.
Comparison and Contrast

· Comparison shows the likeness and differences between objects.

· Contrast reveals the differences between objects.

· It can be organized in two ways – Unit by Unit (Block format) or Point by Point format.

· The purpose is to show how things are similar or different and to evaluate the qualities of the objects.

· Depending on the scope of your essay you can:

· First compare, then contrast (or vice versa). 

· First do one idea, then do the other. 

· Write only about the comparable and contrastable elements of each idea. 

· Only compare or only contrast. 

· First compare, then contrast (or vice versa). 

· This structure focuses on the comparison and contrast instead of on the two ideas being compared and contrasted. 

· Sequence is important when deciding where you will place the emphasis. 

· If you begin by contrasting the ideas (and then move toward a comparison), the similarities get emphasis and vice versa.

· First do one idea, then do the other. 

· Writers might compare and contrast ideas by treating one idea thoroughly before taking up the second one.

· A structure like this one seems more focused on the ideas being compared and contrasted than on the comparison and contrast itself. 

· The similarities and differences between the ideas do not begin to emerge until the writer gets to the second idea. 

· Write only about the comparable and contrastable elements of each idea. 

· Writers might compare and contrast ideas by taking important specific elements and looking at their similarities and differences. 

· A comparison/contrast essay like this one would probably focus only on those elements of the ideas that are explicitly comparable or contrasting.

· Only compare or only contrast. 

· It is always possible, of course, to write an essay that treats only the similarities or differences between ideas. 

· Writers who only compare two ideas sometimes briefly mention the contrast in the introduction and then move on so that they don't lead readers to think they can't make relevant distinctions. 

· Writers who only contrast ideas sometimes briefly summarize similarities in the conclusion so they don't leave the impression that they are thinking in opposites.

· General rules to consider before writing a comparison and contrast essay. 

· Is the comparison fair? 

· How will you structure your essay?

· Is there a good reason to make the comparison? 

· The purpose of this type of essay is to demonstrate a preference for one thing over another.  However, let the reader figure out the preference from the language you use.

Analogy

· An analogy brings together two unlike objects from different classes to explain one of them.

· An analogy is a comparison in which different items are compared point by point, usually with the idea of explaining something unknown by something known. 

· Analogies are offered to provide insights, and can be very instructive. 

· Analogies tend to suggest that existing similarities imply even more similarities. 

· This is when you compare two things that are basically not alike but which share some kind of striking similarity.

· This is used to explain a concept that is difficult to understand but showing its similarity to something concrete or easy to understand.

· Analogies are helpful in pointing out relationships that may not at first be visible, but have their limitations. 

· Analogy "breaks down." That means that it is only suggestive and does not follow in every detail.

· Analogies don't prove anything but are merely useful in helping people see similarities not otherwise apparent. 

· They are used primarily for clarification.

· For example:

Remember learning to drive? Remember going down that checklist before you started the engine? Checking your mirrors, fastening your seatbelt, adjusting the seat and steering wheel, checking the gas and oil gauges, looking in your blind spot before pulling into traffic, putting your directional on... Inexperienced drivers are also often too timid to pull into the stream of traffic, even when it is safe to do so. And how is it now that you are an experienced driver? Do you actually go through that same checklist? Do you wait until there isn't a car in sight before you make that left? Yes, the rules are still important, but after a while they become second nature. If you *don't* check the gas, you could get stranded. And if you *don't* check your blind spot, you could get killed. But we are all more comfortable driving with an old-hand, someone we know will give us a safe and profitable ride without needing to resort to the rule book every five seconds. Young drivers lack the finesse, know-how and confidence they will gain as they gain experience. You don't jump on the expressway before you are comfortable driving at a high speed, do you? And you don't choose a curvy, hilly road until you are comfortable driving down streets without such challenges, do you?

Writing works the same way. You have your permit as a beginning writer. Follow the rules until you are comfortable.   As a beginner, your handbooks are essential references and provide necessary information. Checklists of what to do and what not to do keep you on task. Sticking to a format you are comfortable with is a better choice than trying to take on too much. The more you write, the better you will get. Confidence is a big part of this game, as well as technical skill. So take it slowly. If you don't know the most basic rules (how to avoid writing sentence fragments or run-on sentences), you are in big trouble, just as if you didn't know what a STOP sign meant. Even when you do master these basic mechanics, as a beginning writer, you may feel that your writing is too stiff, your essays technically correct yet otherwise boring. But if you are too sloppy, you crash. Just like in driving. Find the middle road. Have patience. Learn why the rules exist before you try to stretch them!

Process Analysis

· Process analysis is when the writer explains step by step how to do something or tells how something works.

· It consists of a written series of actions or stages that proceed one right after another in a required, definite order and yield a predictable result. 

· There are two types of Process Analysis essays.

1. Directional – here the purpose is to explain how to do something.

2. Informational – here the purpose is to explain how something happens.

· The sequence is essential to producing the result, so the information in process writing is organized with time transitions. 

· Process Analysis Essays are often written in the second person.

· Be sure to explain the relevance of the process to your audience.

· Define terms. 
1. Any term that may be unfamiliar to your reader, usually field specific jargon.
2. Any words being used in an unfamiliar way.

· Be Specific.

· Outline the steps of the process and write each step as one clear action.

· Make sure all of the major and minor, central and main steps are there.

· Make sure all of the steps are in the correct chronological order.

· Subdivide complex steps.

· Explain the reasons for steps whose purpose is not clear.

· Include reasons why the reader has to take a certain step.

· Mention Possible Pitfalls.  Whenever things are likely to go wrong despite carefully following directions, let your reader know.

· Tell the reader what NOT to do.

· Identify the process or purpose of the essay in the introduction.

· Give enough background information so that readers will be able to understand the process.

· List any equipment or materials needed at the beginning.

· Use transitional devices/words to make the process easy to follow.

· Give the reader a sense of closure.

· Well-written instructions will answer these questions: 

· What steps do I follow to perform this action? 

· What precautions should I take? 

· What materials or equipment will I need?

· Well-written explanations answer these questions: 

· How does it happen?

· How is it made?

· What's the sequence of events? 

· What is the result?

· A process explains steps that should happen in essentially the same way every time in order to achieve the same result, which is its purpose. You should be able to duplicate it.

· As you write your process essay, consider the following; 

· What process are you trying to explain? Why is it important? 

· Who or what does the process affect? 

· Are there different ways of doing the process? What are they? 

· Who are the readers? 

· What skills/equipment are needed for this? 

· How long does the process take? 

· Is the outcome always the same? 

· How many steps are there in the process? 

· Why is each step important? 

· Are there other processes that are similar and could help illustrate the process that you are writing about? 

· Also include information to “prove” your point of view about the process.

· Some common transitions are;

· After a few hours/Afterwards/ At last/At the same time

· Before/Before this

· Currently/During

· Eventually/Finally

· First, Second, Third/First of all/Formerly

· Immediately before/Immediately following/Initially/Then

· In the end/In the future

· In the meantime/ In the meanwhile

· Last, Last but not least, Lastly

· Later/Meanwhile

· Next, Soon after/Previously/Simultaneously/Subsequently

Process Analysis Example

The digestive process is important in maintaining the lives of living organisms and in providing them with needed energy. Groups of organs, such as the mouth, esophagus, stomach, and intestines, work together to perform this complex task. Digestion is the process of breaking down food from large molecules into small ones to make it easier for absorption. The three major steps involved in the digestive process are ingestion, digestion, and absorption.

Ingestion, which occurs in the mouth, is the first step of the digestive process. After food enters the mouth, the teeth chew it. Saliva, which is produced by the salivary glands, plays a major role in breaking down the food into smaller pieces. These small pieces travel to the stomach through the esophagus.

In the stomach, the second step of the digestive process begins. When the chewed food reaches the bottom of the esophagus, a valve lets the food enter the stomach. Contraction of the stomach wall mixes the food. Acidic gastric juices, which are secreted by the gastric glands in the stomach, help in mixing the food and in turning it into a partial liquid so it will have the ability to move into the small intestine. In the small intestine, enzymes are secreted, and digestion is completed.

The last step in the digestive process is absorption. Absorption takes place in the small intestine. The wall of the small intestine is lined with small, finger like projections called villi. Small molecules of food are absorbed by the huge number of villi. Some of these absorbed molecules enter the bloodstream to be distributed throughout the whole body.

In conclusion, the digestive process involves three major steps: ingestion, digestion, and absorption. Ingestion, which occurs in the mouth, helps to increase the surface are of the food particles and prepares them for digestion. In the stomach, digestion begins, and it continues until it reaches the small intestine, where absorption takes place. The digestive process maintains organisms' lives by providing them with energy needed for different functions.

Classification/Division

· To classify is to categorize people or things into large groups that share certain common characteristics in order to understand or explain a large or diverse subject and discover the relationships within it.

· To divide is to break objects and ideas into parts that are smaller and examine the relationships among them.

· This is done to break an overwhelming amount of information down into manageable parts.

· Classify items by the same principle.

· Do not leave out an obvious category or let categories overlap.

· Developing a topic by division means that you call attention to two or more parts of the topic and discusses each briefly. 

· Obviously, if each portion deserves extended treatment, separate paragraphs would be indicated and required.

· Division occurs when you separate a single subject into its parts to support a point in an essay and the categories are first set up. 

· Then, classification takes place and the items are pigeonholed into the slots where they belong. 

· Divide the subject into major concepts that have some common trait, then, subdivide those categories into smaller parts. 

· Your system of organization should; 

· Be consistent, having the same principle for each part.

· Be complete, leaving no parts out. 

· Be logical, choosing an order which demonstrates a purpose.

· Label each part so that it draws attention to the organizing principles being used.

· Arrange the parts in an emphatic/definite order.

· Define each major part by differentiating it from other categories and by discussing its most vivid examples.

· Include enough subclasses to make your point, with no important omissions and no overlapping categories. 

· What should you consider?

· Are you going to explain an established system or create an original system?

· Is your purpose to explain, to entertain, or to persuade?

· How will your readers use the information?

· Have you exhausted the subject, or have you left out some significant categories?

· Have you defined and illustrated each category?

· How does one write a classification essay?

· Determine a useful purpose and a specific group of people who can benefit from having this information.

· Examine the objects, decide how to divide them, then state it explicitly.  

· Organize the body paragraphs according to the categories using the transition words

· Compose a paragraph for each category identifying and describing the items that fit in it in specific terms. 

· Decide what the reader is supposed to learn from looking at the categories and state it in the thesis pattern below.

· All the categories should result from the same principle. 
· All of the subclasses should be on the same level. 
· Treat all subclasses that are significant and relevant to your discussion.

· The purpose of classification and definition is to; 

· To clarify the meaning of words or terms that may be unfamiliar to the reader.

· To fit changing standards or values.

· To draw the line between relative or overlapping terms.

· To explain the essential nature of a thing or idea.

· For example:

The question – “Which is the happiest season of life?” – being referred to an aged man, he replied:  “When spring comes, and in the soft air the buds are braking on the trees, and they are covered with blossoms, I think “How beautiful is Spring!”  And when the summer comes, and covers the trees with its heavy foliage, and singing birds are among the branches, I think “How beautiful is Summer!”  When autumn loads them with golden fruit, and their leaves bear the gorgeous tint of frost, I think “how beautiful is Autumn!”  And when it is sere winter, and there is neither foliage nor fruit, then I look up through the leafless branches as I never could until now, and see the stars shine.”

From “Cheer”, April 1960.  Author unkown.

There are three kinds of book owners.  The first has all the standard sets and best-sellers – unread, untouched.  This deluded individual owns pulp and ink, not books.  The second has many book – a few of them read through, most of them dipped into, but all of them as clean and shiny as the day they were bought.  This person would probably like to make books his own, but is restrained by a false respect for their physical appearance.  The third has few books or many – every one of them dog-earned and dilapidated, shaken and loosened by continual use, marked and scribbled in from front to back.  This man owns books.

From “How to Read a Book”, by Mortimer J. Adler

Definition

· This method of paragraph development involves answering the implied question of the reader, “What do you mean by this?”  

· This method is called for; 

· when an unfamiliar term is used.

· when you employ a term in an unusual way. 

· when the reader requires clarification about how the author is using a term.  

· This method involves the use of still other kinds of paragraph development.

· Avoid defining a word by quoting the dictionary. 

· Some rhetorical points about defining things:

· Avoid using the phrases "is where" and "is when" in your definition.

· Avoid circular definitions (repeating the defined term within the predicate, the definition itself).

· Avoid using a too narrow definition, one that would unduly limit the scope of your paper.

· Three Steps to Effective Definition:
· Tell readers what term is being defined. 

· Present clear and basic information. 

· Use facts, examples, or anecdotes that readers will understand. 

· When choosing a Definition:
· You need to understand the term before you can define it for others. 
· Explain the term briefly in your own words. 
· It's important to limit your term before you start defining it. 

· Consider the following guidelines as you write your definition essay: 

· Make your essay personal, amusing, vigorous, stimulating, memorable. 

· Choose a generic topic rather than a specific topic.

· There are several types of Definition.

a) Analysis: Divide the subject into parts and define each part separately. 

b) Classification: According to dictionary definitions, what classes does the subject belong to? 

c) Comparison: The unfamiliar may be defined by showing its likeness to the familiar or its difference from it. 

d) Details: What are the physical characteristics, traditional thoughts, and other distinguishing attributes that describe the subject of the paper? 

e) Examples and Incidents: Narrate illustrations that can clarify a group, theory, or object. 

f) Negation: Mention what it is not in order to clear the ground for what it is. 

g) Origins and Causes: Where did the subject come from? What is the background information? What is the history of the subject? 

h) Results, Effects, and Uses: Discuss the consequences and uses of the subject.

· For example:

Science is a method of knowledge that arose and first proved its usefulness within the realms of mechanics, physics, and chemistry.  In essence it is remarkably simple.  The first step is to discover the pertinent facts.  Next, you make a guess as to the law which accounts for these facts.  And finally you test the correctness of this guess by experiment.  If your experiments do not verify the first guess, you admit that you were wrong, and make another guess.  And so on, until you have found a piece of demonstrable knowledge, or demonstrated that the truth with regard to that particular matter is so far unknown.

From “The Pretensions of Science,” by Hugh Stevenson Tigner
· For example:

Let me define my terms.  Social ethics are the contemporary body of thought which makes morally legitimate the pressures of society against the individual.  Its major propositions are three:  a belief in the groups as the source of creativity; a belief in “belongingness” as the ultimate need of the individual; and a belief in the application of science to achieve the belongingness.

From “The Organization of Man,” by William H. Whyte

Argumentation and Persuasion

· Argumentation is when the author tries to convince the reader through logic and is separated into two categories – deduction and induction.

· Deduction (Syllogism) accepts a general principle as true, and then applies it to specific cases.  

· Induction first observes particular cases, then from them, formulates a general rule.

· Persuasion is when the author tries to convince the reader through appealing to emotions.

· Both can produce faulty results.

· There are nine major techniques of persuasion.

· Word Choice

· Example

· Repetition

· Hyperbole/Exaggeration

· Analogies/Figures of Speech

· Irony

· Appeal to authority or prestige

· Fright

· Climax

· Keep your voice active. 
· Quote sources to establish authority.

· Stay focused on your point of view throughout the essay.

· Focus on logical arguments.

· Don't lapse into summary in the development--wait for the conclusion.

· When the topic sentence states a general opinion, especially a debatable one, the writer must support his point of view.  He can do so either. 

· By giving reasons for his assertion. 

· By drawing inferences from certain facts he has presented.

· Elements toward building a good persuasive essay include;

· Establishing facts to support an argument.

· Clarifying relevant values for your audience (perspective).

· Prioritizing, editing, and/or sequencing the facts and values in importance to build the argument.

· Forming and stating conclusions. 

· "Persuading" your audience that your conclusions are based upon the agreed-upon facts and shared values. 

· Setting up the context for your argument.

· Features of an argumentative essay:

a) An adequately described subject. 

b) A judgment. 

c) A convincing argument. 

d) An impartial, reasonable tone. 

e) A clear pattern of organization. 

· “Reasonable criteria” means using standards that are generally used to describe something. 

· Writers should also provide evidence to make their argument. 

· Evidence should include description, examples, facts, statistics, and testimony of others. 

· A writer may also choose to make comparisons when writing an evaluation.

· Depending on your topic and audience adjust your tone to fit.

· It is important for you to be able to identify and eliminate fallacies in your writing. 

· Some tips for constructing your argument.

· Never Argue for a Broader Position than Is Necessary. 

· Never Argue for a Narrower Position than Is Necessary. 

· Make it Clear Whether Your Conclusion is a Demonstration, Critique, or Defense. 

· Make Clear the Kind of Statement for Which You Are Arguing.
 

a) You might argue that a particular condition or state of affairs holds true.   If the conclusion states a fact it is called a description. 

b) You might argue for a prediction, that is, for the claim that something will come to be true. 

c) Your conclusion may also take the form of a recommendation.
· Make Sure the Conclusion Is an Arguable Statement. 

· There are three kinds of statements that are particularly worth noting: 

(a) subjective statements

(b) statements that are obviously true

(c) narrative statements

· Make Sure the Conclusion is Definite. 

· Determine Whether the Conclusion Requires Qualification.

· For example:

Our citizens will have to learn at least one foreign language.  The reason is not so they can sell things to the Brazilians, or study German medical books, or appreciate those beauties of Homer which are lost in translation.  Nor is it because they will gain satisfaction in recognizing the Latin root of the word satisfaction.  It is not even because grubbing for roots is good discipline.  It is because they cannot understand their own language unless they have studied another.  The native of any country is immersed in his own language and never sees it as a linguistic structure.  He cannot learn what he ought to know about language from talking about his own.

From “Education and Freedom”, by Robert Maynard Hutchins
· For example:

The questions; Is that enough?  Is that all?” began to plague me.  Or “This may be art, but is it my art?” And then I began to realize that however professional my work might appear, even how original it might be, it still did not contain the central person, which, for good or ill, was myself.  The whole stream to events and of thinking and changing of thinking; the childhood influences that were still strong in men; my rigorous training as  a lithographer with its emphasis on craft: my several college years with the strong intention of becoming a biologist; summers at Woods Hole, the probing of the wonders of marine forms; all my views and notions of life and politics, all this material and much more which must constitute the substance of whatever person I was, lay outside the scope of my own paintings.  Yes, it was art that I was producing, perfectly competent, but foreign to me, and the inner critic was rising up against it.

From “The Shape of Content,” by Ben Shahn

Common Methods of Introduction

· General to narrow: Begin with a broad general statement about your topic and narrow it down to your thesis statement. Usually, you want the board statements to provide background information about the subject that you are writing about. 
· Starting with an opposite: Start with an idea or situation that is the exact opposite of what you will develop. This strategy should create surprise and catch the interest of the reader. 
· Explain the importance of the topic to the reader: If you can convince a reader that the topic is of importance to him/her, then they should want to read more. 
· Use a brief anecdote: Sometimes a brief story that is interesting and detailed and leads into your topic will help you catch the reader's attention. 
· Ask one or more questions: Rhetorical questions help you to get into your topic but you must remember that they must be answered definitively, not half-heartedly. 

· Use a quotation: use an interesting quotation that applies to your topic and allows you to catch the reader's interest at the same time leading into your topic. 
· Use an opinion, preferably a startling one that both catches the reader's attention and moves into a thesis or statement of focus. 
· Start with an interesting or unusual detail that catches the reader's attention. 
· Use an intriguing statement to catch the reader's attention and leads into the thesis. 
· Open with a relevant illustration or example. 
· Allusion: Refer to a work of art, a book, a poem, play, a TV series, a popular song or some other work that the reader might know and will lead into the thesis statement. 
· Analogy: Use a comparison that is interesting, relevant, and helpful to understanding the topic. 
· Offer a new discussion of an old subject. 

Common Methods of Conclusion

· Refer back to a point or an image that you mentioned in the introduction 
· End with a summary ad a brief thought: Do not repeat your thesis because the essay has presumably gone somewhere since the introduction. A concluding thought helps to give the essay a feeling of completion. 
· End with a prediction or recommendation: Make sure that this grows out of the body of the paper. This type of conclusion is good for ending a paper that is an argument or a problem/solution type of essay. Essentially, recommendation suggests a solution to a problem while a prediction suggests what might happen in the future. 
· Conclude with a thought provoking question or series of questions. 

· Why was the topic of this paper important 

· What might happen in the future 

· What should be done 

· What choice should be made 

· Be sure the question is closely related to the thesis and be sure that you answer it appropriately. 
· Conclude with a quotation that grows out of the paper and the way that you wrote about your subject. 
· Conclude with a vivid image. This type of conclusion is especially effective if the image goes back to an image or thought in the introduction. 
· Conclude with a warning. The warning should arise from the topic. 
· Conclude with a call to action. A call action specifically calls upon your reader to do something whereas the recommendation only suggests that he do so. 
· Direct readers' attention to larger issues that grow out of the topic of your paper. 
· Encourage your readers to change their opinions or behavior. 
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